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Collaboration Is the Key to One Health, Say
Experts at JIPMER

Posted On: 11 DEC 2025 8:14PM by PIB Chennai

Experts from the human health, veterinary, and environmental sectors gathered at
the JIPMER International School of Public Health (JISPH) for a five-day intensive
training programme, titled “One Health: From Theory to Practice.” The programme
was jointly organised by JISPH, Dept of PSM, JIPMER and the Heidelberg Institute
of Global Health (HIGH), Germany, and involved 30 participants who engaged in
interactive sessions, group work and field visits.

A call for action of the programme culminated in a panel discussion regarding the
development of a One Health Action Plan for the Union Territory of Puducherry.
Panellists stressed that addressing threats such as Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)
and zoonotic diseases requires breaking down silos. The various stakeholders
agreed to work together and develop a concrete workplan in days to come to
address the challenges faced in this area. The panellists include Dr. Latha
Mankeshkar and Dr. Maria from the Department of Animal Husbandry,
Government of Puducherry; Dr. Banu Rekha from the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of
Veterinary Education and Research (RIVER); Dr. Manimozhi from the National
Programme for Climate Change and Human Health; Dr. Kavipriya Outtamane from
the National Oral Health Programme, State Health Mission; and Dr. Yamini M from
the Communicable Diseases and Surveillance division, JIPMER International




School of Public Health. The discussion was moderated by Dr. KC Premarajan, Dr
Sitanshu Sekhar Kar, Dr. Jayalakshmy R from JIPMER along with Mr.
Parthesarathy from the HIGH.

A central theme of the discussion was the pivotal role of academic and training
institutions as the key drivers in advancing One Health. The panel identified these
institutions as ideal hubs for integrating complex data systems and facilitating
knowledge exchange across human, veterinary, and environmental sectors. This
approach was highlighted as critical for strengthening early disease surveillance
and enabling rapid response during zoonotic outbreaks. It was emphasized that
sustainable public health solutions depend on capacity building and research
conducted in teaching institutions.

The workshop was co-lead by Dr. KC Premarajan, JIPMER and Dr. Aurélia
Souares, Public Health expert from HIGH. The five-day short course “One Health:
From Theory to Practice” was inaugurated by Dr. Vikram Kate, Dean Academic of
JIPMER in presence of Dr. Olaf Horstick, Director of Teaching Unit, HIGH,
Germany.

This unique short course was a part of the SDG DAAD-funded cooperation project
“Global Health Capacity Building in India” (2023-2026). Project leads Dr. Pauline
Grys, HIGH and Dr. Sitanshu Sekhar Kar, JIPMER, aim to strengthen the
institutional capacity for global health education through this partnership.
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