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J IPMER joins nationwide survey

on access to assistive technology

,jXPIIESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Puducherry

THE Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
has launched a nationwide
survey titled “Assessment
of Unmet Needs and Ac-
cess to Assistive Technolo-
gies among the General
Population through Digital
rATA Tool - A Cross-Sec-
tional Study in India.”
Among the 25 designated
sites across the country;, Ja-
waharlal Institute of Post-
graduate Medical Educa-
tion and Research
(JIPMER), Puducherry,

has been selected to carry
out the regional compo-
nent of the study.

The Puducherry leg of
the survey is being spear-
headed by Dr Venkatacha-
lam J, Additional Profes-
sor in the Department of
Preventive and Social Med-
icine (P&SM), in collabora-
tion with the Department
of Health and Family Wel-
fare Services (DHFWS),
Government of
Puducherry.

To ensure smooth imple-
mentation of the study, the
ICMR team and the site’s
Principal Investigator re-

cently met with Dr V Ravi-
chandran, Director of DH-
FWS. Emphasising the
critical role of community
healthcare workers, Dr
Ravichandran said, “The
support of ASHA workers
and Auxiliary Nurse Mid-
wives (ANMs) from local
Primary Health Centres is
essential for reaching the
target population and fa-
cilitating accurate data
collection. I urge the resi-
dents of Puducherry to ac-
tively take part in the sur-
vey, which will help shape
future public health strate-
gies and improve access to

assistive technologies.”
The survey will employ
the digital Rapid Assistive
Technology Assessment
(rATA) tool and will cover
21 wards in the Ozhukarai
Municipality. A team of
trained field researchers
will conduct door-to-door
visits to gather data from
residents.
~ The findings are expect-
ed to offer insights to guide
evidence-based policymak-
ing aimed at expanding ac-
cess to assistive technolo-
gies and improving the
quality of life for individu-
als with health needs.



